
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 24, 2015 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Elementary Students: 
 

I begin this communication with a simple question, what do we as parents  really 
know  about the “true” capabilities  of the technology (most notably Smart phones) that we 
put into our children’s hands?  My response…not nearly enough!!!  

Over the past couple of years I have been very outspoken about concerns 
surrounding the explosion in the use of technology by our younger population and their 
opportunities for inappropriate usage. The reality of these concerns have begun to impact 
individuals, homes, schools, and communities more frequently and with far reaching 
consequences.  The advances in this field have come at everyone so quickly that it makes it 
nearly impossible to keep up with the ever-changing climate that seems to be aimed and 
marketed towards our youth, and clearly structured in a way to avoid parental detection.  

We as a school community recently faced the impacts of technology misuse within 
our high school that forced all of us to take a closer look at what our children face growing 
up in today’s world.  There are countless apps and programs available that allow and 
encourage inappropriate usage with explicit design to deceive parents.  We have also 
experienced how social media, if not properly monitored,  leaves students at risk to be 
bullied, preyed upon and/or exposed to inappropriate pictures and comments that they are 
not mature enough socially or emotionally to process. The innocence of our children’s youth 
is being robbed in many cases.    

When used appropriately, technology is a great tool for all of us. However, the 
challenges and risks faced by our youth related to technology have never been greater and 
will continue to grow. This means we as parents and educators need to do more to better 
understand those challenges. You may be wondering right about now, why are elementary 
parents being invited. First, before you know it, the time and pressure to put a device in your 
child’s hands will be here and second, you would be shocked at how many of our elementary 
age children already have access, either directly or indirectly.  Our job and responsibility is to 
provide you and our students with opportunities to be better educated.  That is why all 
parents within our school community are invited and encouraged to attend this highly 
important meeting.  

In response to this information, I would like to invite you to an important “Cell 
Phone Safety” program on Monday, March 2 at 7:00pm in the auditorium.  We feel this 
program is something that can benefit every parent.  The program will be facilitated by a 
representative from the Center for Missing and Exploited Children and an FBI agent. This 
program is open to ALL parents and community members; however, it is for ADULTS ONLY.   

As a school district, we will continue to communicate and share information with you 
in a team effort, to keep our children safe.   
 

Sincerely, 
      

Todd Esposito  
Elementary Principal 

AKRON 
Central Schools 
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